UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 


DEPARTMENT OF 


RADIO, TELEVISION anp MOTION PICTURES 
+ 


COMMUNICATION CENTER 


CuHareL Hi 


March 23, 1959 


Mr. Henry Bowers 

Assistant Director of Student Activities 
North Carolina State College 

State College Station 

Raleigh, North Carolina 


Dear Mr. Bowers: 


Here are some brief, and rather unsatisfactory answers to your questions: 
1. WUNC (FM) which is an educational noncommercial station is 
operated by students under the direction of a faculty member 
who is the station manager. 


The station has no difficulties complying with the FCC regu-= 
lations which are quite clear as to what educational non-= 
commercial stations may do. The station is licensed to the 
University of North Carolina and not either to the Department 
of Radio, Television, and Motion Pictures, or to the students. 


The FCC would never, I believe, even consider any other pro- 
cedure. 


No, I believe it would be next to impossible for the students 
to operate commercial FM and probably nearly as impossible to 
get a license for an educational station which is noncommercial; 


Let me elaborate on the last point. The FCC will license stations only to 
responsible (financially and otherwise) individuals, groups, or firms. In 
other words, the University could obtain a license for such a station (it 

has obtained a license for WUNC-TV and WUNC (FM) but of course on a non- 
Commercial basis). Thus, the FCC would not agree to let a station operate 
unless the University of North Carolina were to assume complete and undivided 
responsiblility for it. No matter how much delegation of authority State 
College might make to the students, the students would be agents of the college 
and State would have to support every act. 


Now supposing the University (State College being the location of the station, 
not the licensee) wished to make application for a station. The FCC would 
have no objection or preference in the matter of commercial or noncommercial 
(though the commercial tag would take away a little of the leeway that non- 
commercial stations enjoy). But the University at this point runs head on 
into the Umstead Act regarding commercial activity by the University, 


Suppose the University were to ask for a noncommercial FM (obtainable with- 
out much difficulty though a'lot of paper work is involved). State College 
under the University's authority could set the station up in any way it 

wished =- student run, or faculty supervised. Still, there would be no way 


to avoid assuming responsibility for what went out over the air. As long as 
the University agreed to this reponsibility, the FCC probably would not care 
what internal arrangements were used, though this would have to be disclosed 
in the application. 


ise information about the multiple application forms needed 
» by writing directly to: 


You can obtain prec 
and other details 


Chief, Office of Reports and Information 
Federal Communications Commission 
W. ington 25, D. C. 


Among other items ou might want to see the FCC's Rules and Regulations, Part 
3, Radio Broad rvices, which discusses in some detail the requirements 

for operating and gives the forms needed for application. Basically, however, 
you would need the services of a firm of Washington attorneys qualified to prac- 
tice before the FCC and the services of an engineering consulting firm to take 
care of the technical end, 


Sorry this isn't more encouragi but the mixing of commercials and the state- 
supported institutions seems rather impossible and the FCC views the operating 
of a bro sting station as a serious business, not to be played with -- when 
the commercial aspects are involved. 


I trust this gives you what you want in the way of information, even if the 
answer is not too encouraging, 


Sincerely yours, 


Wallace 
Professor 


